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Maize in Pre-Columbian China Found in Bencao Pinhui Jingyao
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Bencao Pinhui Jingyao complied in 1505 shows a drawing of maize under the caption of Yiyi-ren (Job’s Tear).
Also, a Chinese poem written around 1368 contains a term yumi, which indicates maize. These new findings offer clear
evidence that maize existed in China in the pre-Columbian era. Details of this evidence, together with probable routes of

introduction of maize to China, are discussed here.
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Fig. 1. Yiyi-ren, Coix lachryma-jobi var. ma-yuen from Bencao pinhui jingyao (1505)

The Jinling edition, 1593 (left)
and the 1640 edition (right) of
Bencao gangmu 1578

Fig. 2.
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